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The Project LINC AmeriCorps program has been a vital link for individuals wanting to move from long-term nursing care and other
institutions into the community. Twenty Project LINC AmeriCorps members, at 6 LIFE offices throughout Mississippi, assisted
institutionalized individuals with identifying goals and strategies for living independently. More than 25 individuals transitioned from
institutions and returned to living independently in their community.  Post-transition, AmeriCorps members continue providing support
services and skills training, empowering them to lead self-directed, independent and productive lives in the community.  LINC AmeriCorps
members also provided life skills training to 1,132 individuals with disabilities and their family members, which enabled them to remain
living independently in their own community.

AmeriCorps

The Central Mississippi Residential Center had several projects for AmeriCorps NCCC team River 6 to complete.  The team completed
landscaping projects to improve the grounds, including leading volunteers in tree planting. Corps members also educated area students in
financial responsibilities, such as balancing a checkbook. Interactions with team members served as therapy for the residents as they
prepare to re-enter the outside world. Team members received certification in Mental Health First Aid.

AmeriCorps NCCC

The North Mississippi AmeriCorps VISTA Project at the University of Mississippi partners with nonprofits and schools to fight poverty
through education. Today there are 18 VISTA members serving 23 counties in northern Mississippi. In 2012, VISTA members raised more
than $90,000 in grants and donations. They have recruited volunteers, built and refined assessments, and created new programs serving
low-income children and adults. Through their efforts, more children have access to literacy programs, art instruction, health lessons, and
college preparedness and success programs.  VISTA activities have been front and center in fundraising campaigns, which have resulted in
a $600,000 gift to create the McLean Institute for Public Service and Community Engagement. This institute works to find practicable
solutions to Mississippi's poverty-related problems.

AmeriCorps VISTA

Lafayette County RSVP volunteers provide tax preparation and e-filing assistance to elderly and low-income persons through the AARP Tax
Aide Program.  In 2012, 193 individuals had their state and federal taxes prepared and filed electronically with the assistance of four RSVP
tax aide volunteers.  These specially trained volunteers provided 541 hours of service at no charge to the individuals needing their taxes
filed.  In Oxford and Lafayette County, the average cost for having your taxes prepared by an accountant or other tax service is a minimum
of $100, a cost that these individuals cannot afford.  This is an invaluable service that is done in a very short time, but one that many
elderly and low-income individuals depend on each year.

Senior Corps

The Delta Workforce Funding Collaborative serves a rural, 14- county region along the northwestern Mississippi Delta and has been
awarded $300,000 over two years by Social Innovation Fund intermediary Jobs for the Future.  They will match their award dollar-for-dollar
with nonfederal funds.   The Collaborative will work to support a variety of jobseeker services from career navigation to literacy and
contextualized employability training. It will also support employers through skill needs assessments, career pathway development, and
jobseeker screening focusing on the health care and manufacturing sectors. The Delta Workforce Funding Collaborative will provide
services to 500 job seekers and will enroll 275 in training and education. Of these 215 will receive industry-recognized credentials and 238
will obtain jobs. It will also provide services to 125 incumbent workers and enroll all of them in training/education, leading to wage
increases for 65, promotions for 13, and industry-recognized credentials for 90.

Social Innovation Fund


